
Christmas sermon 2015 

Mark 10:45 

For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many  

OUTLINE 

1. Christmas surprises 

2. …in the story 

3. …the greatest surprise 

4. … have you asked him to serve you? 

  

 Christmas is full of all sorts of surprises 

 Present surprises – opening something that you weren’t expecting 

 People surprises – someone turns up from interstate or overseas you weren’t expecting 

 Food surprises – this year’s pudding actually worked – yay!! 

 Such great fun….! 

 Of course there were plenty of surprises when Jesus was born… 

 Joseph discovers his wife is already pregnant before they are even married! 

 No rooms anywhere left for Mary and Joseph even in their home town! 

 It’s the middle of the night yet the shepherds are bathed in bright light! 

 An angel talks to the shepherds… and announces one pretty special baby has been born…! 

 Many surprises!! 

 But here’s the most surprising… 

 That that little baby in the manger was God! 

 Can you imagine!? 

 And that when God turned up, it wasn’t like when the President of the USA turns up in 
Australia – with 1,000 people serving his every little need and making sure everything is 
perfect for his visit… 

 ….no – when God turned up – he turned up as a little baby – totally dependent… a food 
trough for his bed 

 And he comes – as our artwork says – not to be served, but to serve! 

 Now I think that’s a huge surprise! 



 You’d think that when God who made everything – the whole entire universe – and made us 
– you’d expect that when he turned up he’d want a bit of fuss and attention –– some bowing 
down and trembling…!!!!  

 But no 

 He specifically said that he came not to be served but to serve! // 

 That’s what God does you see 

 He serves us! 

 He himself said that if you want to be great you must be servant of all 

 And he could say that because that’s exactly what he did!  // 

 Ok – exactly how did Jesus serve us? 

 He served us by rescuing us!  /// 

 Princess Mary of Denmark was holidaying on the Gold Coast this week when her 10 year old 
son Prince Christian, was caught in a rip and went drifting out to sea  [roll clip] 

 He wasn’t able to help himself and had to be rescued by a life saver 

 The life saver pulled him on his board and paddled him back to the safety of shore. 

 A great story. 

 Someone unable to help themselves. 

 A life-saver serving the community and rescuing someone stuck. // 

 Do you know that’s precisely our situation? 

 We were unable to rescue ourselves, but Jesus the great rescuer has stepped in and served 
us and saved us 

 Now you might be saying “Mark, what on earth are you talking about”? 

 No – we’re not stuck in a rip in the ocean… 

 …but we have been caught up in a tide of selfishness; claiming independence from God; 
cutting him out and doing our own thing… 

 We can’t get back to God and put things right even if we tried! 

 But here is the wonderful exciting news of the Christmas message… 

 That Jesus came into this world, to serve us by dying for us… - “to give his life as a ransom for 
many….” 

 …that is – through his death and resurrection – we can be rescued… our relationship can be 
restored and we can enjoy all the blessings he has in mind for us… 

 That’s why the angel said to Joseph ‘you are to give him the name Jesus for he will save his 
people from their sins’ 

 That’s why the angels said to the shepherds ‘a Saviour has been born to you’  // 



 Queen Elizabeth said in her Christmas message in 2011 “Although we are capable of great 
acts of kindness, history teaches us that we sometimes need saving from ourselves - from 
our recklessness or our greed. God sent into the world a unique person - neither a 
philosopher nor a general, important though they are, but a Saviour, with the power to 
forgive.” 

 She went on to say “It is in forgiveness that we feel the power of God's love.” 

 Jesus stepped out of the glory of heaven because he came to serve you so you can be 
forgiven. 

 He took his place in great humility in a manger filled with hay because he came to serve you 

 He grew up  and taught and healed and loved because he came to serve you 

 He allowed himself to be arrested and crucified because he came to serve you 

 He rose from death – showing us he was indeed God on earth – because he came to serve 
you  /// 

 Let me ask you – have you asked him to serve you? 

 Not everyone wants what he came to freely offer 

 Many want to stay independent and keep God at a distance… 

 but they are missing out on the very life he died to make possible! 

 Imagine if Prince Christian said – thanks Mr life-saver – but I’m just fine… and ended up 
sinking…  

 …yet that’s what many people say to God – thanks for coming and everything – but really – 
I’m just fine without you! 

 If you’re stuck in a rip and need rescuing this summer – shoot your arm up and the life-safer 
will be there 

 If you’ve been stuck in a life cutting God out and living as if he doesn’t exist or doesn’t 
matter – then – three words and the life safer will be there… 

 “I’m so sorry…” 

 Sorry for cutting you out; sorry for ignoring you; sorry for doing my own thing… 

 And with those words – you’ll be rescued…!! forgiveness and new life will be yours… a fresh 
start with God… and a life lived now with him and for him! 

 What a brilliant Christmas you’ll have if you ask Jesus today to be your rescuer! 

 Jesus came not to be served but to serve… 

 Have you asked him to serve you – to save you – to forgive you?? 

 This Christmas – I urge you – to stop pushing him out – and take his hand – and allow him to 
serve you…!  - for that is why he came! 


