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The Star of David’s Final Prayer 

Jo Kadlecek-Gilbert 

If you’ve been with us these last weeks, you know that today we come to the end of our series 

on the Lord’s Prayer, and what a great blueprint for the Christian life this prayer is! We 

acknowledge God our Heavenly Father, and ask daily for his kingdom to come, for his will to 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. We recognize Him as our great provider of all the things 

we need to live a meaningful life, like daily bread, and deep forgiveness for our sins as well as 

guidance away from temptations and deliverance from the evils in the world. In case we forget 

that He is the source of all, we proclaim now that His is the Kingdom, the power and the glory 

now and forever.  

 

What a wonderful bookend this is to “Our Father who are in Heaven, Hallowed be Your 

Name.” Really, it’s more like an exclamation mark! A final zinger that says, You know all 

these things we’ve been learning about and praying? God’s provision of food and forgiveness 

and wisdom? Well, punctuate each of them now with this: Yours is the Kingdom, the Power 

and the Glory now and forever! Feeling anxious about something? Yours, Lord, is the 

Kingdom, the Power and the Glory. Heartbroken at the world’s many pains? Yours is the 

Kingdom, the Power and the Glory. Feeling empty or unsure or really glad about the future? 

Yours is the Kingdom . . .  

 

You see, this a call to worship in the midst of an untidy world, a preparation for heaven, if you 

will, as we pass through the valley of the shadows of death. It’s a daily reminder to Christ’s 

followers that someday we’ll join all of God’s people in our eternal home, together, in 

praising the King of King, the All Powerful One, the God of All Glory!  

 

The Lord’s Prayer, then, begins and ends with Him, with recognizing His attributes. Here’s an 

added bonus: it’s got such rhythm and poetry that we’ll remember it well into our lives, kind 

of like an old favorite song we know even if we haven’t sung it—or prayed it—in years. As 

my dad and his wife, who live in Tasmania, did last week when I visiting them. Some of you 

know—because you were praying, THANK YOU!—that my dad is undergoing treatment for 

cancer. He doesn’t yet share faith in Christ as we do, neither does his wife. But when I told 

them about our church series on the Lord’s Prayer, guess what? They both recited it instantly! 

They still knew it from their childhood! That’s part of its power, I think, as a God-breathed, 

Christ-led, faith-forming, easy to remember prayer, one his people have been praying for 

centuries in cities and villages, across cultures and continents, even in trips to the hospital.  
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It’s got a long history of common use in worship services and personal devotion across 

Christian denominations. And why not? This verse in particular captures our awe and 

excitement that God would love us enough to send His only son. Wow, Lord, Yours is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory! It’s a natural response of gratitude and worship. Like a 

shout of praise at the end of a great concert or a victory match. They’re the best, we say! So, 

too, have Christians through the ages been unable to resist such a proclamation.  

 

And the beauty of this verse is how it links to King David’s last recorded prayer as he led his 

people to build the temple of God, just before he handed over his power to his son Solomon. 

You probably noticed in the reading from 1 Chronicles 29 that David was not just a little 

excited about God—he was effusive. And so, his prayer becomes a call to worship, an 

invitation for all of us to say, Yes, Lord, Yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory!  

With that in mind, let’s look at this last line of the Lord’s prayer in the context of 

worship, and explore what it means to pray, 1. Yours is the Kingdom, 2. Yours is the 

Power and 3. Yours is the Glory. 

 

First, Yours is the kingdom. What does the word worship even mean? Simply put, it’s to 

apply worth and intense adoration to some object or person or lifestyle. It’s what our hearts 

prize more than anything, and how we act as a result when we do or don’t get what we want. 

For where your heart is, there will your treasure be. Because we’re wired to worship, we’re 

going to spend our days on earth and in eternity giving our selves to that which is most 

important to us. As Bob Dylan sang, you gotta serve somebody! 

 

Obviously, God Almighty is most worthy of our worship, but we live in a time of competing 

allegiances and constant messages, each vying for our attention, loyalty, and worship. As 

Chris talked about last week, these can be the idols of both our world and our flesh. And 

though God created us for worship, we can, unfortunately, be easily swayed and consumed 

with meeting the longings of our heart.  

 

Like the people under David—and David himself—we’re often caught in that tension of 

worshipping the idol that makes us feel good. Whoever or whatever that object of our worship 

ends up being, money, family, success, nationality, you name it, that’s what defines and 

shapes us into who we are. It’s what we think will give us worth or status or identity or even 

safety.  
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Like many of you, I’ve lived in lots of places throughout my life, and each has shaped me, 

each culture has formed part of who I am. These places and cultural identities obviously aren’t 

bad in and of themselves. In his amazing creativity, God made a planet of really diverse 

people and places to enjoy! But if The Lord’s is THE Kingdom, we have to ask, does the way 

we live our lives anticipate and reflect God’s Kingdom or does it promote another kingdom of 

the world?  Do we allow God to make his home in our hearts and bring his kingdom to our 

neighbors? Or are our hearts seeking after other kingdoms which we think will satisfy us but 

never really do? It’s an honest tension, isn’t it? 

 

Yet, look at how David invited all the people before him, leaders and captains and peasants 

alike, to join him in offering all of their lives to the Lord God, the best of their resources and 

workmanship to honor God. Because David understood the concept of kingdoms and 

experienced the personal Sovereignty of the Almighty, he was creating a culture of worship 

that reflected God’s Kingdom and Power.  

 

So now, what does it mean to pray, Yours is the Power? Like us, David didn’t always get it 

right. At the height of his power as King, he got a little too comfortable with his royal status, 

his heart turned to other idols, and he began to feel entitled. So much so that he gave into 

temptation, had an affair with Bathsheba, got her pregnant, and then murdered her husband to 

cover up his sin.  

 

His false sense of power led to a colossal fall but because of God’s mercy, he began to 

understand that true power only comes in realizing who’s really in charge. It comes in 

submitting to God’s reign.  

 

Here at the end of his life as he gathered his people to build God’s temple, David understood 

both God’s greatness and his place before Him, as we see in 1Chronicles 29:verse 14: “But 

who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. “ 

 

Put another way, David knew that nothing in his life, his strength, his values or anything else, 

enabled him to respond to God’s call. It was God alone who provided. Just as the Christian 

life is not a set of morals or polite values that we uphold on our own strength. We don’t build 

God’s house of worship, or serve our community, from our own power. We can try, but as we 

do, we can get into a rut or begin to feel entitled because we’ve done this church thing for so 
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long. And if we serve the church, then, we sometimes think, God will owe us. But 

The Power of Worship is not, and has never been, about us as good, moral people who check 

off the good deeds we do from our list, and expect God’s blessing in return. 

 

No, we come to worship only because God draws us to him working in and through us. Yours, 

Lord, is the power! We pray this prayer because we acknowledge our own weakness. We 

serve others because the Holy Spirit empowers us. In fact, the same power that raised Christ 

from the dead is at work in us who believe. And in this place, this Sunday meeting time as 

well as when we gather together throughout the week, we breathe in new life, remembering 

what it means to come before the Throne of God above—like David and the people of Israel 

did—with equal parts humility and gladness. 

 

The power of worship isn’t about us gritting our teeth and trying harder. No—and here’s the 

irony—we give up our power, submit to one another out of Christ’s love for and in us, and 

then, rejoice together at the building of God’s house in each other as he leads. Like David, we 

pray in the assembly and bow together to the Lord of Lords. As we do, we become the church, 

Christ’s body, hands and voice of hope to the world. 

 

So if we’re praying, Yours is the Kingdom, we’re also praying, not my will be done, but 

yours. If we’re praying, Yours is the Power, we’re also humbling ourselves and giving up our 

own power and control. Both lead us to our final point: Yours is the Glory Forever. 

Because if we’re also praying Yours is the Glory, we aren’t seeking our own attention or glory 

for our achievements. No, we’re offering all of our lives back to him—work, ministry, 

family—as gifts of worship to God, because worship assumes a posture of absolute 

submission. It means sacrificial service, giving and integrity all the days of our lives.   

 

But how does that happen? How do we become those people? If we ended here, we might feel 

compelled to be good Christians who work for God’s Kingdom and proclaim God’s power. 

But this idea of God’s glory is the real star of David’s prayer. It’s what changes us. 

 

David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles gives us a profound image of what it means to seek and reflect 

together God’s kingdom, power and glory. While we might think of glory as ego or human 

recognition, it refers in scripture to God’s splendor, majesty and Presence. David wanted to 

build a temple where God would live. He wanted to offer their best and abundant resources to 

build it, and sacrifice thousands of animals to bless it. He wasn’t doing it because it was the 

spiritual thing to do or because he was a nice man of God. It was so God could display the his 
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splendor, and so God’s people could join together in building God’s house, to reflect 

his Kingdom and Power. 

 

The glory in David’s prayer, then, points us several hundred years later to another king in 

David’s very lineage. But this king’s temple wasn’t elaborately constructed; it was simple, 

poor, and ultimately, crucified. Wise Men came together to worship him as a crying baby, 

born to refugee parents whose only shelter was a barn among animals and dung. Like David, 

the Magi recognized the One who provided not just everything needed to build God’s house, 

but a means of grace and forgiveness that came not from the sacrifice of bulls but from an 

altogether different sacrifice—Jesus Christ’s willing death on the cross.  

 

David’s glory points us not to a mere human leader, prophet, priest or king, but to the Once- 

Dead Now-Alive God-Man who was prophet, priest AND king. The King who gave up his 

Kingdom so that we could be joint heirs of Grace; who gave up His power so that we might be 

filled with His Holy Spirit; who gave up even His glory so that we could see His splendor and 

majesty and greatness; who gave up his perfect life on earth so that we could be forgiven and 

receive life everlasting. “Because the Sinless Savior died. My Sinful Soul is Counted free. For 

God the Just is Satisfied, to look on him and pardon me!” 

 

That glory melts our hearts, changes our lives, frees us to be truly ourselves, and spills out in 

effusive praise to and for Christ Our King, born in a manger to confirm again and again that 

God is With Us, that Yours, Lord, is the Kingdom, Yours alone is the Power, and Yours is the 

Glory that nothing else in all the world compares to!  This prayer is a year-round Christmas 

message, a celebration for those of us who will say Yes, to His Kingdom, not ours. Yes, to His 

Power, not ours. Yes, to His Glory, not ours. Yes to his joy and fellowship and freedom and 

forgiveness and provision, now and forever. Yes, Lord. Emmanuel, God’s kingdom is within 

us, displaying his great love, calling each of us to come and adore him, to behold our King. 

That is the heart of the Lord’s prayer, and Lord willing, the prayer of our hearts, today, on 

Christmas morning and all the days of our lives—Amen. 


