
Lessons and Carols 

 

The REAL real meaning of Christmas. 

 

 people talk about getting back to the real meaning 

 then talk about family 

 or giving 

 or whatever 

 and whatever it is they talk about – it is NOT the real meaning of Christmas 

 it misses the point. 

 So  I want to talk about the REAL real meaning of Christmas 

 And it’s only about one thing 

 It’s about everything we’ve sung and read about tonight… 

 (Stuff from the order of service) 

 That’s the real meaning 

 … that God sent his Son 

 …to meet us out our deepest point of need 

 To be forgiven and reconciled 

 A friend of mine ministers in a city church in Sydney – right on York Street – St 

Philip’s York St 

 He opened St Philips at 7AM this morning, expecting the smell of Christmas from the 

tree just placed there. 

 Instead I get the smell of homelessness. The (very gentle) rough sleeper eventually 

identified himself by sitting upright in a pew. 

 He mumbled and wandered out. I tried to speak to him. 

 He left 10 cigarette butts on the floor.  

 It was a smell with which he’d become familiar but not what he was expecting this 

morning. 

 As he was reflecting, his assistant minister spoke up saying: 'maybe you got the smell 

of Christmas after all'. 

 Yes the smell of Christmas (Slide) 



 The smell of animals 

 …and animals’ waste 

 The smell of the food trough 

 …and the hay… 

 That was where God turned up 

 As one of us… 

 The night when Christ was born 

 

 If you understand the significance of what is happening here… you can’t leave here 

unaffected. 

 The shepherds didn’t leave unaffected 

 What was it they were told? 

 A Saviour has been born to you… Christ the Lord 

 The Lord of heaven and earth – stooped down to come into our world as Saviour 

 That can only mean that what we needed saving from was significant… 

 We needed saving from ourselves… our sin… from evil.. .from death… from the 

impact of claiming our independence from God 

 And there in the hay lay our only hope 

 God and Man 

 Holy God Perfect Man 

 And through his life, death and resurrection… 

 …our sin is gone… 

 Our debt is paid… 

 The one true sacrifice for sin is offered 

 And we are one with God… put right with God – now and for eternity. 

 That is the REAL real meaning of Christmas 

 Of course family is important 

 Of course giving matters 

 Of course looking out for those less fortunate matter 



 But those things all flow from the central fact that God came as a babe… to give the 

greatest gift of all 

 And to pour his love out on us 

 So we can be his. 

 Don’t settle or anything else this Christmas 

 Don’t celebrate anything else than the REAL real meaning of Christmas 

 And celebrate it with joy and gratitude 

 For we were dead and we are now alive 

 We were lost and have now been found 

 We were in the dark and now we are in the light 

 We were blind but now we see 

 We were not a people, now we are a people 

 Thanks be to God for his unspeakable love!! 


