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Date:      3 April 2016 
Services: 730, 930 (T), 630  
Series:  Walking with Jesus to Jerusalem 
Passage:        Luke 24:13-35 
Title:  “How slow of heart you are to believe” 
Aim: To show the hopelessness if Jesus is dead; the necessity of the cross before the 

crown; the way in which Moses and the Prophets speak of Jesus; the necessity of 
having your eyes opened and the sheer joy of knowing Jesus is alive. 

Outline:  

1. Blind and hopeless 
2. Seeing and overjoyed 

 

 I’m sure every one of us here has known the fog of grief. 

 That fog when you’ve lost someone and you live life in a daze: you can’t think straight; you can’t 
make decisions; you’re on edge; you can’t sleep; you can’t remember details… and hopes you 
had of a reprieve or recovery are dashed… 

 Sometimes – depending on the circumstances – you can’t make any sense of what has happened 
and you search in vain for answers or an explanation… 

 That’s something of what it was like for Jesus’ disciples once Jesus was dead and buried… 

 Confused, lost, scared… 

 They feared they’d be next 

 And they must have tried to make sense of the last three years… 

 Some had walked away from the family fishing business to be with Jesus 24/7 

 Some had given up their lucrative tax collecting work… 

 …all for what? 

 For it all to come to this? 

 And we’re privileged to be allowed insight into some of what they were feeling and talking about 
in this passage before us… 

 Cleopas and his friend were heading out to an outlying village – about 11kms away - so a decent 
walk…  

 They’re debriefing with one another about everything that has happened – no doubt trying to 
make sense of it all… 

 And a third party joins them…  

 We the reader, see something Cleopas and his mate were kept from seeing… namely that this 
stranger was in fact Jesus himself! 

 Why didn’t they realise it was him? 

 No doubt he looked different from the last time they’d seen him… beaten, whipped… perhaps 
they’d even seen him after his death… and now he is completely restored… strong, well… I’m 
sure he looked very different… 

 But v16 – we’re told ‘they were kept from recognising him’…  
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 Implication? Kept by God. 

 It’s not the first time we’ve seen this sort of thing in Luke… 

 Luke 9:44 (prior to when this series began)… ‘Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: the 
Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men.’ 45 But they did not understand what 
this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask 
him about it 

 Luke 18 – at the very beginning of this series: 

31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, ‘We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that 

is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be handed over to the 

Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog him and kill him. On the 

third day he will rise again.’ 

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did 

not know what he was talking about. 

 Why did God hide this meaning from the disciples before prior to his arrest and passion? 

 We’re not told!  

 Perhaps it would have been too much for them… perhaps they would have tried to prevent his 
arrest and death…  // 

 Why did he hide Jesus’ identity from them as he walked with them?... perhaps if they’d realised 
all too quickly who he was, then in their absolute excitement and relief, they would not have 
then listened to him as he unpacked the Scriptures? 

 So – kept from seeing who he is, a conversation unfolds…  Cleopas can’t believe this stranger 
doesn’t know what’s being going on the city… which indicates that what happened with Jesus 
didn’t happen on the quiet… the disciples expected that anyone who was a local would have 
known that this Jesus of Nazareth who was known as a prophet and was powerful in word and 
deed had been handed over to the Romans by the chief priests and rulers… brutally treated and 
killed by crucifixion…  

 Then having told the stranger the story they tell him about their hopes and dreams which have 
now been completely dashed... – v21 – we had hoped he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel…  

 We had such great hopes… 

 That he’d over throw the Romans 

 That Israel would be restored to the people of God 

 That everything would be put right…  

 And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place – inference? – perhaps they 
remembered something about the fact that Jesus had talked about the third day without any 
clear grasp of what he’d meant… and so they’re thinking – this is it – nothing’s happening – all 
hope is lost…! 

 Finally they tell the stranger about the weird things the women had been saying… that the tomb 
was empty… and that they’d seen a vision of angels who said he was alive… and that one of the 
men corroborated the evidence of the empty tomb but hadn’t seen Jesus… 
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 So they are grief–stricken; confused; their hopes are dashed… and even though in the testimony 
of the women they were offered a glimmer of hope, they don’t stop to consider for a moment 
that they reported could be true… // 

 You reckon you’d feel any different? 

 I’m sure you know those times you’ve felt so lost – so down – that nothing any one says – no 
glimmer of hope – no possible solution resonates with you… but only adds to your confusion… / 

 These disciples were blind… and because they were blind they were without hope… they’d 
reached rock bottom… !   /// 

 But all that was about to change… dramatically and wonderfully change. 

 The moment of change begins with a rebuke from Jesus – v25 - "How foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” 

 This wasn’t about what they had been kept from seeing – this was about what they had not seen 
all along which they ought to have! 

 …that the prophets had spoken = in what we now call the Old Testament…  

 …they ought to have been so conversant with the Scriptures that they understood for example – 
Isaiah 53 which we read here on Good Friday – that he was crushed for our iniquities… that the 
punishment that bought us peace was upon him… 

 They ought to have seen from Psalm 22 which Jesus called out on the cross – they it was always 
known that Jesus’ clothes would be bargained for and that he would be ridiculed…  

 Prophecy after prophecy was fulfilled in Jesus’ arrest, trial, beating, crucifixion and 
resurrection! 

 But they had not seen it… They had been slow of heart to believe…  

 NOW however – now they will… because v27 - beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

 He would show them what they had missed all along… 

 Notice as we saw some time ago that Moses and the prophets are concerned with Jesus… they 
prepare us, teach us about, point us too all that Jesus is and what he will do…  

 What a great ad for our Bible Explained course – our certificate in the Bible – especially the first 
subject – an “Introduction to the Bible”… see the NEWS sheet for more detail… and if you’re 
listening online – the NEWS sheet is also always available online every week! 

 But a great way to ensure you’re getting into all that the disciples missed!  // 

 And as Jesus was telling Cleopas and his friend this… we read in v32 that their hearts were 
burning within them – that is – they were getting excited… they were having one of those goose 
bump moments when they begin to see all the connections…. And have one exciting “aha” 
moment after another! 

 So they begin to understand the big picture of God’s purposes in the Lord Jesus… perhaps they 
began to see that Jesus had indeed come to redeem Israel – but the redemption he had come to 
win for them was ever so much more significant that a political overthrow of the Romans – it 
was an overthrow of sin and evil and the Evil one and of death itself… THAT’S the rescue Jesus 
came to bring!!!  // 

 Well they reached the village… and Jesus made out that he was going further… but by this time 
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Cleopas and friend are so excited… they have had their appetites whetted… they want to know 
more… that’s what tends to happen when you get in to the Scriptures… you want to know more 
and more… 

 And so they convince Jesus – who is still just a stranger to them – they convince him to come 
home with them.. “it’s late they say”… you shouldn’t be out on the roads by yourself…” and so 
graciously, Jesus agrees to stay with them… 

 And then two amazing things occur 

 Unusually HE breaks the bread and gave thanks… 

 That would normally be the role of the host, not the visitor… but he assumes this role… and as 
he does so… v31 – their eyes were opened… IMPLICATION – by God! – and they recognised 
him… 

 Was it because he broke the bread and gave thanks in the way he had always done it…? they’d 
been with him before – he did it in just the same way – they heard in his voice now that old 
familiar voice and tone…  

 …yes – but in the end – their eyes were opened by God… they saw… they believed…! 

 Can you imagine? – can you imagine the relief… the joy? Their heart now racing, the adrenalin 
rushing now through their veins… the fog has lifted…  

 …and because Jesus has opened the Scriptures to them… they not only see the risen Lord Jesus 
now in their presence… they understand the full significance of what he has come to do!!!  // 

 So there’s the first – their eyes are opened… so they see Jesus for who he is… 

 The second significant thing that happens??  

 He suddenly disappears from the sight…! 

 Now I don’t think we are to think that he somehow hurried out the door while they weren’t 
looking! 

 This is miraculous intervention by God…! 

 … It’s as miraculous as is recorded by John in his gospel when Jesus suddenly appears in the 
upper room to the disciples when all the doors are locked!! 

 So what did these disciples do? V33 – got up and returned at once to Jerusalem!  

 …11km all the way back… that’s a 22km round trip that day… 

 Do you think they were worried…? They probably ran most of the way… this was exciting… the 
best day of their lives…  

 They were blind and hopeless but now they’re seeing and overjoyed! 

 Jesus their Lord had been beaten and killed and all their hopes died with him… 

 Now he is ALIVE… and they get the big picture of the redemption he came to bring… and they’re 
excited – they are on fire…  

 And what’s more when they get back to Jerusalem – the others also have news! – it is TRUE – 
the Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon… and they told their story…  // 

 And do you see the next verse which we didn’t read? – v36 - ‘While they were still talking… Jesus 
himself stood among them and said ‘peace be with you’. 
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 How brilliant….!   It’s confirmed!... they weren’t dreaming… they weren’t just daring to hope… 
it’s absolutely true… Jesus is alive!!!!   /// 

 Two take homes for us…  

 First… the profound significance of understanding the scriptures… 

 Jesus’ stinging rebuke to the religious leaders was - “You are in error because you do not know 
the Scriptures or the power of God”. Matthew 22:29 

 And now here to those who were his disciples – how foolish you are and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

 The religious leaders didn’t know them 

 The disciples didn’t believe them. 

 Brothers and sisters in Christ… many Christians today  
struggle to defend their faith 
find it hard to trust God when the way is hard 
are easily led astray 
do not grasp the gospel 
do not live out the gospel… 
 
…because either do not know or do not believe the Scriptures. 

 In our Vision – the very first aim – the first our seven priorities – that we might be a church 
based on clear and systematic Bible teaching… 

 This is why – that we might know God and his plans and purpose and love and his mercy and 
might and majesty… that we might know ourselves and where we fit… and might be the people 
and the church and disciple making church he wants us to be. 

 Do you know the Scriptures? 

 Do you know the story line of the Bible? 

 Do you know the major events? 

 Are you familiar with the time line?  / 

 We are so privileged to have the Scriptures… 

 …and so foolish and slow of heart if we ignore them!  // 

 SECOND take home is this… Cleopas and his friend… were blind… until God opened their eyes to 
understand the Word of God and to see Jesus… 

 If you’re a Christian here this morning/tonight… that’s your story too. 

 You were blind and hopeless…  

 Until God by his Holy Spirit opened your eyes to understand the Scriptures and see Jesus… not 
literally see him – but to come to know who he is and …to bow before him… as Lord 

 That was God’s grace to you… through the power of the risen Jesus… and the work of the Holy 
Spirit! 

 Praise God for that today… 

 And rejoice with Cleopas because you TOO have seen the Lord!! – who is alive and reigns… and 
will one day return in majesty and glory! 


