
 

Discussion questions on Sunday’s sermon “Give me 15 min to tell you who Jesus is” 

 

1. What are some big things the mothers in your life have shown you? 

2. What do you think of ‘motherhood’ imagery being applied to your Father in heaven? 

3. Read Isaiah 49:13-15. What, according to the prophet, do the people have to rejoice about? 

4. Why might people feel that God has forsaken or forgotten them? 

5. ‘Pregnancy and raising a baby are a profound experience.’ Discuss. 

6. How does this text persuade us that it is never the case that God has forgotten you.  

7.  Read Hosea 11:1-4. How have God’s people been breaking his heart? 

8. What are the highs and lows of raising toddlers? 

9. God uses the imagery of raising a toddler here to explain his relationship with his people. What do 

these verses reveal of his character and his feelings toward them? 

10. Think about those parts of the Bible where God is compared to a mother from the animal kingdom.  

Eg: Mt 23:37; Ruth 2:12; Hosea 13:8. 

What do these suggest about God and his people? 

11. Think back over the whole of this study. How does it make you feel about God? About mums? 

 

Spend some time in prayer, thanking God for his heart toward us and praying for mothers! 

  



Give me 15 minutes…and I’ll tell you why mothers are a gift.  

 

Give me 15 minutes…and I’ll tell you why mothers are a gift. 

What have the mothers in your life shown you?  

When I was first given this challenge, to tell you in 15 minutes ‘why mothers are a gift,’ I thought about the mums in 

my own life: 

My Mum: her wise advice; her delight in telling people about Jesus. 

Her mum: the example of her famous work ethic and the sparkle in her eye when she told a story. 

My Dad’s mum:  Nana was always kind, with an easy grace and quiet compassion. 

And of course, my children’s mum, my beautiful wife: my kids will always know they have someone strong, fun and 

steadfast on their side. 

 

Each one has shown me something about motherhood; each one is a different ‘picture of mum’. 

And that got me thinking about pictures of motherhood in the Bible. 

And I noticed the times when God – who is our Father in heaven – is compared to a mother. 

There are times when the best way to understand an aspect of God’s character is to think of the way mums are. 

So, how do mothers show us what God is like? They show us his commitment, his tenderness, and his protection. 

 

First of all, mothers show us God’s COMMITMENT -  

ISAIAH 49:13-15 

13 Shout for joy, O heavens;  

rejoice, O earth;  

burst into song, O mountains!  

For the LORD comforts his people  

and will have compassion on his afflicted ones.  

 
14 But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me,  

the Lord has forgotten me."  

 
15 "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast  

and have no compassion on the child she has borne?  

Though she may forget,  

I will not forget you! 

 

Illustration: 

Ante-natal class (teach you to push, breathe etc) The changes the woman has to go through! 

I thought, what have I done to my wife!  

Horse>>> foal: Stairs – “Horse, you have to get that foal out!” 

A woman doesn’t go through all of that without a deep commitment to this little person she hasn’t even met yet. 

After a lot of doom and gloom in the earlier chapters, 

since ch40 God has been revealing his mercy and 

kindness, especially that which will come through his 

mysterious ‘servant’. 

What do they need to know here? First of all, the LORD’s 

comfort & compassion are worth celebrating! (read v13) 

And if people say, he’s forsaken me, forgotten me, there 

is v15: (read) the implication is clear: it is IMPOSSIBLE for 

a woman to forget her child…one that she has nursed at 

her breast. One she has given birth to. 

And if that is impossible for a woman, how much more, 

does God remember and cherish his people! 

http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=isa+49:13&sr=1&t=niv
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=isa+49:14&sr=1&t=niv
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=isa+49:15&sr=1&t=niv


And then the bonding that comes through feeding, cuddling, teaching life skills etc etc. 

This is a lifelong commitment. Even when mothers are estranged from their children, I’m sure there is always pain in 

their heart when they think about them. 

THE POINT IS THIS: If a mother is this committed to the ones she has borne, how much more is GOD committed to 

his people? Whether the nation of Israel here in Isaiah (Egypt, desert, the pain of Israel’s rebellion…) or the people to 

whom he has given spiritual birth, namely us who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, God is 100% committed to us. He 

holds us in his heart. 

Mums, you teach us about God’s commitment to us, for that reason I say that you are a gift. 

 

 

 

NEXT – Mothers show us God’s TENDERNESS 

HOSEA 11:1-4 

1 "When Israel was a child, I loved him,  

and out of Egypt I called my son.  
2 But the more I F31 called Israel,  

the further they went from me. F32  

They sacrificed to the Baals  

and they burned incense to images.  
3 It was I who taught Ephraim to walk,  

taking them by the arms;  

but they did not realize  

it was I who healed them.  
4 I led them with cords of human kindness,  

with ties of love;  

I lifted the yoke from their neck  

and bent down to feed them.  

 

PEZ - Heavenly 

now mum I gotta take a bit of time 
cos I wanna say this right but I still gotta make it rhyme 
you're way above any label I could give 
so ill just say it how it is, check it out 
 
from the very first moment I was born 
its like I've had a mum that was devoted to me more than herself 
and not just that phase when you're young 
im talkin from that age all the way to 21 
I've been spoilt, and as hopeless as it is 
I didnt really notice as a kid 
 

but now im grown and I know every sacrifice you made 

so our home was our own little paradise to stay 

 

for everything you've done and for everything to come 

you spent your life trying to illuminate my gloom 

now i'll spend the rest of mine trying to do the same for you 

 

If you’ve ever read Hosea, strong stuff. It talks a lot about how 

Israel, the same one rescued and looked after by God, has 

turned away to worship idols. It puts in human terms just how 

outrageous and hurtful Israel’s actions have been toward God, 

continually defiling the relationship. You can see that here. 

What struck me this week was seeing how God uses the 

picture of a mother’s love (could be father’s, but talking about 

feeding suggests mother) to show his own tender concern for 

his people. 

Look at v3: taught Ephraim to walk (= poetic name for God’s 

people) I love how: it was I who taught you to walk, taking you 

by the arms, healed you (Scraped knee?!) 

V4 led with kindness, love, eased burden, bent down to feed. 

What does the rapper say when he 

remembers reflects on his mum’s love?  

(and his dad’s, as he goes on in the next 

part) - The song is called ‘Heavenly’. This 

profound human love has the same 

flavour as God’s love for us. 

Mums, you help us to understand how 

tenderly God loves us, how passionately 

he has invested in us, and for that reason 

I say that you are a gift. 

http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=ho+11:1&sr=1&t=niv
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=ho+11:2&sr=1&t=niv
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?l=en&query=Hosea+11&section=0&translation=niv&oq=Isaiah%252049%3A8-13&new=1&nb=isa&ng=49&ncc=49#F31
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?l=en&query=Hosea+11&section=0&translation=niv&oq=Isaiah%252049%3A8-13&new=1&nb=isa&ng=49&ncc=49#F32
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=ho+11:3&sr=1&t=niv
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=ho+11:4&sr=1&t=niv


Finally… Mothers show us God’s PROTECTION 

Some of these maternal pictures of God are not even human! They come from mothers in the animal kingdom. Like 

this one… 

MATTHEW 23:37 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the 

prophets and stone those sent to you, how 

often I have longed to gather your children 

together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 

her wings, but you were not willing.” 

 

Ruth 2:12 

May the LORD repay you for what you have 

done. May you be richly rewarded by the 

LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings 

you have come to take refuge." 

 

 

 

Baby bird in churchyard 

I’ve seen the same behaviour from human mothers too. If you don’t believe me, next time you see a 

mum with a little child, go and make a negative comment about the child. I’ll come and visit you in 

hospital.  

>>> God is passionate about defending and protecting US! 

Mums, you show us how God protects us, and for this reason I say that you are a gift! 

 

Today we have reflected a lot on the qualities of God. Do you know these for yourself? 

Do you understand the way God feels about you? 

God is DEEPLY COMMITTED to you: so committed in fact that he gave up his only son for you. 

God is TENDER HEARTED toward you. He loves you deeper than any human can love. 

God is ready to PROTECT you. Have you come under his wings for refuge? 

 

Mums, you help us to understand these qualities of God; that’s why I tell you, you are a gift. Happy Mother’s Day. 

 

 

When Jesus has entered Jerusalem at the start of holy 

week and is disputing with the Pharisees. As he sees the 

leadership of the city turned against him he says this. 

Have you ever seen a hen like that with her chicks? It’s 

beautiful! 

Not the only time God has been pictured like that. Jesus’ 

ancestor, Ruth, who had been from pagan Moab, came to 

Israel with her mother-in-law, Naomi after they were both 

widowed. When Boaz, her future husband, sees what she 

has done, he says <<< 

God is pictured again as a hen (don’t take it literally!) 

Hens provide warmth shelter, and will chase off anything 

seen as a threat. 

Elsewhere, God is pictured as a she-bear, fighting fiercely to 

defend her cubs. 

 


