
Wednesday Morning Prayer 

2 Timothy 2    
Reflection # 2  

 Conflict in church life sadly seems inevitable from time to 
time… /// 

 … because we’re all flawed… Because we all want things 
done our way… and because we all have our blind spots… 
// 

 How do you handle conflict?  

 When we did that analysis with Tim Dwyer a couple of 
years back – recall – bull, turtle, fox, owl, koala….  

 I worked out that I was sometimes turtle… (get me out of 
here) sometimes koala (I’ll back down to keep the 
relationship!)… 

 I don’t know where you identify… 

 But the most important question – far more important 
question is:  will we deal with inevitable conflict with 
integrity…  /// 

 Right now in a small country known as the USA there’s a 
bit of an election going on… and for both the candidates 
there’s a question of character hanging over them – of 
integrity – of truth telling…  

 Paul says in ch 2 here… that when it comes to quarrelling 
about words… v15 do your best to present yourself to God 
as one approved, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth // 



 When it comes to conflicts in our ministry contexts… WE 
as clergy have to be the grownups! WE have to set the 
standard. /// 

 I heard on Monday that the husband of one of our 
members has to have a leg amputated this week… He has 
diabetes… he’s a very unwell man… and he’s had an 
infection in one of his legs and now it has gangrene… 

 Paul says godless chatter… will end up like that… and that 
when people fail to handle the word of truth correctly – 
twisting and distorting it to their own agenda - they 
become ungodly… and their teaching spreads like 
gangrene… it’s deadly! 

 So – note that this ‘godless chatter’ is not about the 
colour of the walls or the way morning tea is served.  

 Have a look with me at vv17-18 - Hymenaeus and 
Philetus have actually – tragically - wandered from the 
truth… because they say the resurrection has already 
taken place… Presumably teaching that we are already in 
the new age...  /// 

 So here’s the challenge: there will be doctrinal 
differences with some in your ministry context…  

 …not just differences… but false teaching that could lead 
people astray! 

 How should we handle?   

 Look with me at V22 (SLOW – ask people reflect 
carefully) ….so Timothy is told flee the evil desires of 
youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace… 
don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid 
arguments… the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; but 



must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 
Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that 
God will grant them repentance leading them to a 
knowledge of the truth… // 

 What’s the key? 

 Two actually 

 GRACE and TEACHING….  

 V1 – be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus… 

 V8 – remember Jesus Christ raised from the dead…  

 V14 – keep reminding them of these things… 

 V24 – The Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but 
must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful 

 V25 – opponents must be gently instructed…//// 

 If you stand strong in the grace of Christ yourself… clear 
and confident in the gospel of Jesus Christ raised from 
the dead… and then act with grace to remind, to teach to 
gently instruct….  

 …then that will give the best possible chance that people 
will repent, come to a knowledge of the truth, come to 
their senses and escape the clutches of the evil one.  /// 

 I haven’t had many conflicts about doctrine in ministry.  

 My guess is that the ‘foolish and stupid arguments’ we 
more regularly face are more likely to be about morning 
tea, music, the mess the young people left in the 
kitchen….  

 But the principles will be the same won’t they? 

 The keys will be grace and teaching. 



 The key will be you behaving in a way in which you have 
no reason to be ashamed… a way which God himself 
approves… 

 Sisters and brothers…  Break the cycle of conflict with 
GRACE… and GENTLE instruction…. 

 Live grace.  

 Teach grace.  

 Teach with grace  

 Model grace…  

 And stay strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus… 


