
SHORT ARTICLE ON WORSHIP 
 
 
Over much of the history of our Diocese, we have typically reacted to error – or perceived danger – 
by swinging the pendulum too far in the opposite direction. Many examples come to mind – and 
many that concern me – but perhaps none more than a prevalent understanding of worship. 
Wind the clock back 20 or 30 years, and the common understanding was that you went to church to 
worship God. Hence I remember being asked the question, ‘where do you worship?’, meaning 
‘where do you go to church?’.  
Thankfully that limited understanding of worship was addressed, as we began to understand the 
significance of Romans 12:1-2. We began to see and teach, that true service or worship (in Romans 
12 latreuō), consists in laying down our lives as a living sacrifice. We worship or serve God by 
living our entire lives in his service and to his honour. This was indeed, a helpful and necessary 
corrective.  
Yet in our enthusiasm to address the reduction of worship to the Sunday service, and broaden 
people’s understanding of worship, some have shifted in such an extreme direction that you get the 
impression that worship is all of life – 24/7 – except for that hour on Sunday – we don’t worship 
then! We gather on Sunday, it is said, to ‘fellowship with one another’, ‘build each other up’ and 
‘hear the Bible taught’. 
The pendulum has swung so far in the opposite direction, that we are now in danger of another 
error. By removing any notion of worship in our gatherings, we are in danger not only of robbing 
God of that which is his due, but robbing one another of the blessing and inspiration of corporate 
worship. And significantly, we are parting company with God’s people since Old Testament times. 
By emphasising the horizontal aspect of our gatherings, hymns often become ‘fillers’; liturgy is 
there to (often begrudgingly) fulfil Anglican righteousness; prayers can become doctrinal 
statements lacking any emotion or connection with people and everything is geared to prepare for 
that which we have really gathered for, which is to hear the Word.  
Of course worship should be all of life and of course preaching should be central to our services. Its 
just that I think we will be better served by a more balanced – Biblical – understanding of the place 
and significance of corporate worship.  
The Psalms are full of images of God’s people gathered to sing his praises. Like Israel, we have 
been set apart to declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness. And as God’s people 
gathered, we are the temple of God – he is present with us by his Spirit – it is a significant moment.  
Corporate worship so understood, will mean that every aspect of our services will be so meaningful, 
so well thought out, so inspirational, so encouraging, that we will be fired up to go on worshipping 
day by day in the week to come, and God will be honoured as we come in humility, reverence and 
joyful praise before him!  
 


