
 

 
  



  
 

  



  
 

 

TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
 

935   Bible study – Psalm 13 

950   Guests – Leigh and Meredith Hatcher 

1045 Morning Tea 

11     Where to start 

1120 Using the Bible in pastoral care 
  



  
 

  



  
 

 

Bible study 

Psalm 13 

• Vv1-2 What is David feeling? 

• Can you identify? 

•  Vv3-4 – even as he cries out to God, he’s full of despair 

• What has happened between verses 4 and 5? 

• What lifts his heart and changes his tune? 

• Where would you take people in the New Testament to 
remind them of God’s faithfulness?  

  



  
 

 

Leigh and Meredith  

Sharing their experiences  

  and some classic dos and don’ts 

  



  
 

 
  



  
 

 

Where to start 

Home visit 

Pray before you go – wisdom and insight 

Haven’t met?  

• How long have you lived here? 

• Where did you grow up? 

• How long have you been on your own? 

• What other family? 

• What has been your work? 

• Have you always been part of a church? 

 



  
 

 
 

• …and see where the conversation goes 

• What would you like me to pray for you? 

• Read the Bible and pray 

 

Met before  

• General catch up 

• How are you managing? 

• Is there any way we can help as a church? 

• What would you like me to pray for you? 

• Read the Bible and pray 

  



  
 

 

Hospital visit 

• Will depend on situation and context 

• Will depend on whether you know the person 

• Pre or post surgery? 

• Last months? Or weeks? 

• Wisdom, sensitivity 

• Keep brief, unless you detect they’d like more 

• How are you? And how are you feeling about all that’s 
going on? 

• What have the doctors said? (depending!!) 

• Sometimes you have to do more talking and assuring 
and comforting 



  
 

 

• You know the Lord knows all about this? 

• He’s with you every step of the way 

• He loves you very much 

• you can trust his plans and purposes 

• Put your small hand into his big hand 

• Even if it’s not OK… it’s OK 

• I’m just going to read a brief Bible verse and pray – 
would that be OK? 

• Would it OK if I put my hand on your shoulder or hold 
your hand? 

• More on passages in a moment!! 

• What to pray? 

 



  
 

 

Using the Bible 

The Psalms 

They reflect so much pain and confusion 

• Why are you downcast oh my soul 

• Why are the arrogant so prosperous? 

• Why have you abandoned me? 

• Why are those who are against me, winning? 

• What are you doing to me 

• What don’t you hear me any more 

• They give permission… they relate… 



 

Then they point us back to God 

• But I have no where else to turn 

• You have been my rock all my life 

• You are our stronghold and our refuge 

• The arrogant will meet justice in the end 

• The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love 

• The Lord is my shepherd –  
there’s nothing I want 

 

  



  
 

 

The Psalms 

• 13 – how long O Lord; will you forget me forever 

• 23 – The Lord is my shepherd 

• 121 – I lift my eyes to the hills 

• 16 – keep me safe O God for in you I take refuge 

• 139 – You have searched me and you know me 

• 51- against you, you only have I sinned 

• 32 – Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven 

• 111- the Lord is gracious and compassionate 

• 73 – I envied the arrogant when I saw their prosperity 

• 46 – God is our refuge and strength… 



  
 

 

• 103 – he redeems your life from the pit… 

• 32 – Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven 

• 111- the Lord is gracious and compassionate 

• 73 – I envied the arrogant when I saw their prosperity 

• 46 – God is our refuge and strength… 

• 103 – he redeems your life from the pit… 

 

 

 


