
 

LUKE’S GOSPEL  1 

  

 

Family Devotions 

from Luke’s 

Gospel 



 

LUKE’S GOSPEL  2 

I write this so that you will 

know the full truth about 

everything which you have 

been taught. 

[about Jesus] 

(Luke 1:4)  
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LUKE’S GOSPEL WK 1 

Assure our children that we can be sure that what has been written about Jesus in the Bible is 

true. 

 

Sing: The B I B L E Colin Buchanan  

 

Younger Children: Have a family discussion about how when we love one another we tell each 

other the truth. Explain how God loves us so much he tells us the truth in the Bible. Teach 

them that Dr Luke wrote down the truth he knew about Jesus so we could believe in Jesus and 

assure them that God never tells lies. 

 

Older children: Ask Dad to leave the room while Mum tells you about their wedding day. 

Then ask Mum to leave and Dad to tell you about their wedding day. When mum returns have 

a discussion about what was common to both stories and what was different and if the account 

seemed similar and thus believable. 

 

Background information 

In the ancient times rich people used to pay clever people to write down, for them, things that 

were happening in the world at the time. Just like a journalist will tell the news. This news was 

written in a scroll. Of course, like us, the rich person would want to know that the news they 

were told was true and not fake!  

Luke was a medical doctor. He was clever and smart. He was also a trusted person in the 

community so he was a good person for Theophilus to choose to write about the news he 

heard about Jesus. In his writings about Jesus there are lots of stories about sick people. This 

shouldn't surprise us because Dr Luke was obviously interested in people’s health. 

Luke would have interviewed some of the disciples of Jesus as well as members of the public 

who saw and spoke to Jesus directly. Some of his information came from stories that were 

being passed around at the time about Jesus. If Luke had written anything that wasn’t true, 
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there were people that would have read it who would have known it was untrue and let 

Theophilus and others know that Luke wasn’t telling the truth. 

Luke’s account of Jesus’ life is very similar to the stories Matthew, Mark and John told so we 

can be assured that all four are telling the truth about Jesus. 

Luke wrote his book so that Theophilus (also anyone who reads his book) will be SURE that 

what he taught about Jesus was true. 

 

Read Luke 1:1-4 

 

 

 

 

Prayer time 

 

Compile a list of things to pray about that concern your family.  

 

Dear Heavenly Father 

Thank you for your words in the Bible. Thank you that we can believe them and know 

everything in the Bible you say about Jesus is true. We thank you that we can love and trust 

Jesus. Help us to tell each other the truth too. Thank you that you love to hear and answer our 

prayers (pray your family prayers)  

We ask all these things in the name of Jesus 

Amen  
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LUKE’S GOSPEL WK 2 

 

Aim: To show that God keeps his promises.  

 

Sing: God’s Map the Bible Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger children: Talk about who is bigger in the family and what they do in the family. Who 

is the smallest. Who is middle. Look at pictures of when the children or mum and dad were 

little and how they grew. 

 

Older Children: Talk about who is greatest and who is in charge. Who makes the rules and 

who follows. Remember to mention that Dad and Mum have to follow Jesus and God is the 

greatest in the family and makes rules even for Mum and Dad! 

 

Background information 

God had promised to send his people a Messiah. A person who would save them from their 

sins so that they could be friends with God forever. It took God many years to fulfil this 

promise. He also promised someone who would come to let his people know that the Messiah 

was coming soon! You can read about him in Isaiah 40:1-5,9 John the Baptist wasn't the 

Messiah but his job for his whole life would be to point to Jesus and tell people that Jesus was 

the Messiah God had promised many, many years ago. 

John said that the one coming after him was so much greater than him he wasn't even worthy to 

tie his shoes. Jesus was greater than John the Baptist. John said that he always would stay 

smaller than Jesus. 

 

Read LUKE 1:5-25 
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Prayer Time 

 

Discuss how God always keeps his promises Can you remember some of them from the 

Bible? Thank God for his secure promises and that we don’t have to be afraid in the world we 

live because Jesus is bigger than us and in control of everything. 

Talk about how we can be humble before God. Talk about how Jesus must always be the 

greatest person in our lives even greater than us.  

 

Dear Father 

Thank you that you gave us John the Baptist and that he always pointed people to Jesus. We 

thank you that his story is written down so that we can point is to Jesus too. Help us to point 

our friends to Jesus so that they can know and love Jesus as we do.  

Help us to always keep Jesus as number one in our lives even when we wish that we could be 

the boss and do what we want. Remind us that Jesus is the King of the World and the greatest 

in his kingdom. 

 

In Jesus name we pray 

 

Amen.  
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Aim: To teach your children they can trust God’s promises as Mary did 

 

Sing: The Best Book to Read is the Bible Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger children: Have mum or Dad pick up a child, maybe hold them upside down and ask 

the child whether they trust the person holding them to not let them go. Explore with your 

children what trust means. 

 

Older children: Talk about a time when your children trusted adults and everything was OK. 

Identify a time when they didn’t trust someone or something and how that made them feel and 

what they did. Talk about a time someone promised them something and that person didn’t 

come through on their promise. 

 

Background information 

 

 God chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. She was probably only a teenager living in her father’s 

house and we know she was betrothed to Joseph which meant they were committed to 

marrying each other. Families would have made that match and some money paid. Everyone in 

the town would have known them and their engagement. 

The visit by an angel explained everything and Mary and Joseph were left to explain things to 

their families. In ancient times a pregnancy before marriage would often be the death knell of 

the marriage deal so their families must have been very understanding. Mary, as a teenager who 

was pregnant probably may have been ostracised from the community. But Mary believed God 

and so did Joseph. Humanly speaking it wasn't a good situation to be in. But Joseph and Mary 

held onto God’s promise that this baby was to be the Saviour of the World. 

 

 

Read Luke 1:26-56 
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Prayer Time 

 

Have you been in a bad or sticky time when you just had to pray and rely on God to look after 

you? Maybe someone was sick, or you'd lost something special. Maybe you were lost. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

 

We thank you that we can trust you no matter what our problems are. We thank you that we 

can rely on you to always look after us the best way possible. When we are afraid or are not 

sure what the next day will bring help us to remember to pray to you and trust you like Mary 

did. 

 

All this we pray in Jesus name Amen  
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Aim: To teach your children they can trust God’s promises as Mary and Elizabeth did and 

celebrate that they are part of God’s good plan. 

 

Sing: The B I B L E Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger children: Do they know someone who is pregnant or have had a baby recently. Were 

they younger or old. Was everyone happy there was a baby coming? How did they celebrate?  

 

Older children: Do they know how pregnancy occurs? If appropriate explain that Mary’s 

baby’s father is God not a human Dad, but that Joseph was to raise him in his family. Explain 

that Elizabeth was old like a grandma and past having a baby, but God gave her and Zechariah 

a baby too. Two miraculous conceptions. 

 

The story behind the two pregnancies. 

 

 Elizabeth and Mary were relatives and both in the same sort of weird situation. Mary’s first 

reaction to the news of her pregnancy is to find someone who would understand her story and 

who could celebrate that she was to be the mother of the Messiah coming to save the Israelites. 

She may not at this stage have realised what this would entail but she was thrilled to be the 

centre of God’s plan of salvation of the world. 

Elizabeth also knew her baby to be God’s special boy too. The Bible tells us that John had 

God’s Holy Spirit living in him even before his was born! In those days before Pentecost God’s 

Spirit was given only to prophets and Kings of Israel. John was to be a great prophet. There is a 

lovely celebration of these new God given and driven lives. When Mary tells Elizabeth her 

news that the baby John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb. He knew even then by the Holy Spirit that 

Jesus was on his way. 

 

Read Luke 1:39-56 

 



 

LUKE’S GOSPEL  10 

Prayer Time 

 

There may be confusion with some little ones as to what is happening in this story. Assure 

them that everything is going to work out for these two baby boys. Ask the children what their 

reaction to the story of the two women is. Answer any questions (even biological) 

 

Dear Heavenly Father 

 

Thank you for Dr Luke writing these things down so that we can be sure that Jesus is your son 

sent to save us. Some of these things are almost unbelievable and hard to understand, please 

give us your Holy Spirit that we may know these things are true and trust Jesus is who Mary and 

John the Baptist knew for certain he was. Help us to understand your ways and thank you for 

loving us enough to tell us what you were doing to bring Jesus to our world. Help us to tell 

others and celebrate that Jesus has come to save the World. 

 

We thank you in Jesus name 

 

Amen 
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LUKE’S GOSPEL WK 5 

 

Aim: The aim of this reading is to recognise that Jesus birth was about God coming into this 

world. 

 

Sing God’s Map the Bible Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger and older children can talk about Christmas and what they love about it and what they 

think it means. Ask the children what they would do to prepare for the birth of Jesus. What 

gifts do they think he would like and need as a baby. 

 

Background Information 

Thinking about Christmas away from the December season you may find refreshing. You may 

also find reflecting on the birth of Christ even more poignant. It’s hard to relay in these few 

verses the cataclysmic happening of the birth of Jesus. Here is where God immortal, invisible 

and spiritual comes to his creation in the form of a mortal, visible and flesh covered man! The 

creator of the Universe, a helpless baby, whose first cradle was an animal trough. Much more 

happened that just another baby being born. 

 

Read Luke 2:1-21 
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Prayer Time 

 

In CS Lewis’s “The Last Battle” Lucy says, “Yes, in our world, too, a stable once contained 

something that was bigger than the whole world,”  

 

Relay to your children that of all the gifts, all the money all the wonderful things this world has 

to offer, the one gift Jesus wants from us is our friendship and a relationship with him. He 

wants our love. 

 

Dear Jesus 

 

Thank you for leaving the riches and beauty of heaven, and being with God, to come to Earth 

as a baby and grow up like us. Thank you that you loved us so much you were willing to do this 

so we could be friends with you and friends with God and live with him forever. Help us to 

celebrate your coming every day. Help us to remember you are our closest friend always.  Help 

us to love you more than anything in this world. 

 

In Jesus name we pray Amen 
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Aim: To show that God kept his promise from the OT sending Jesus into the world. 

 

Sing: Hold it up to The Bible Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger Children: Talk about what a promise is and about keeping promises. Relay that God 

makes lots of promises in the Bible and emphasise that he keeps all the promises he makes. 

 

Older Children: Find a magazine or newspaper and looks at the ads. What is the product and 

what does it promise to do. Ask if they suspect that the product will deliver on its promise. 

Have they made promises they haven’t kept? What were the consequences?  Talk then about 

God’s promises. Can they remember any of them? Emphasise that God always keeps his 

promises. 

 

Background information 

Today’s passage includes the Song of Simeon. Simeon was an old Jewish priest in the temple in 

Jerusalem who remembered God’s promises (Isaiah 9:6) about sending a Messiah (someone 

who would save his people Israel from their sins) and was watching every day and waiting for 

God to keep his promise. While the Jewish people were waiting for this Messiah many of them 

didn’t recognise Jesus because they weren't expecting someone like Jesus! They were expecting 

someone more like a King, like Herod the Roman ruler of the area. 

While many missed and dismissed Jesus as God’s promised child, the old Simeon held Jesus 

in his arms and on seeing his face proclaimed the promise to be fulfilled and proclaimed he 

was ready to die a happy man for he had seen the face of God. The imagery of an old, humble 

priest of God, holding the very Son of God and recognising what an armful he had, is striking. 

The Light who would reveal God to the nations.  

 

 

Read Luke 2:22-32 also Isaiah 9:6 
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Prayer Time  

 

Have a conversation with your children about how Jesus light shone so that you could see God 

for who he is, and you responded by following him. The Bible says that those who don’t follow 

Jesus are still living in darkness. Make a list of friends and family who don’t follow Jesus and 

pray that Jesus’ light might shine in their lives too. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father 

 

Thank you for keeping your promises you have shared with us in your Bible. Thank you that 

Jesus came to be the Light that would shine so we could see you clearly as our God. Help us to 

follow Jesus example of how to live and be lights for you too. 

 

Please help ………………. list names…………… to see your Light and follow Jesus too. 

 

We ask these things in Jesus name. Amen  
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Aim: To show that Jesus had a normal Jewish boy’s family life, but he was different and even 

when still a child, amazed people as he spoke with authority. 

 

Sing: Here comes God’s Word Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger children:  If you have a growth chart gave a look at how each child has grown and 

explain that Mary and Joseph watched Jesus grow up just like you watched them grow. 

 

Older children: If you have a growth chart have a look at how each child has grown and explain 

that Mary and Joseph watched Jesus grow up just like you watched them grow. 

Ask your children what they'd like to be when they grow up. Explain that children in Jesus day 

followed their parent’s occupation so Jesus became a carpenter like Joseph his father. 

 

Background information  

 

Each year, at Passover, extended Israelite families would make the journey to Jerusalem to 

celebrate and remember how God delivered their ancestors from slavery in Egypt and to 

remind each other of God’s promises to love them and look after them. The trip could take 

days or weeks depending on where they were coming from. Grandparents, aunts and uncles, 

cousins and family units all travelled together and looked after each other on the way. To keep 

them going they would sing songs (Psalms of Ascent, for going up to Jerusalem, you can read in 

the Old Testament). It was a happy and joy filled time much like our Christmas celebration. 

Mary and Joseph would have assumed Jesus was with the caravan of family when they left the 

temple as they would have been right to assume the family would have rounded him up with 

the other children, but he was left at the Temple. Jesus was totally unperturbed being in the 

Temple as he recognised it to be His Father’s house. 

 

Read Luke 2:21-52 
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Prayer Time 

 

Assure your children Jesus was ok when he was at the Temple without his parents (but reiterate 

that they mustn't wander away from you when you are at the shops, the beach or a park). 

Reflect on Jesus learning and teaching in the Temple as just a boy. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus 

 

Help us to follow your example as you grew. Help us to be obedient to God, to our parents 

and those who care for us. Help us also to learn about you by studying your words in the Bible 

and speaking to you about the things that are happening in our lives. Help our family to be like 

you too. Help us to love each other and look after each other. And we thank you that you grew 

up to obey your father even when he asked you to do really tough things. 

 

We ask these things in your name Amen  
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LUKE’S GOSPEL WK 8 

 

Aim: To recount John the Baptist’s encounter with Jesus and see that his only response was, 

‘He must become greater, I must become less.’  

 

Sing:  Here comes God’s Word Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger children: Talk about humility. Humility is looking after what other people want 

before looking after ourselves e.g. letting someone else choose a biscuit first, giving someone 

else a turn of a game first and sharing your stuff etc. Treating everyone as better than yourself. 

Talk about your child’s baptism. 

 

Older children: Explore what humility is. What is humility. Who in our world is a good 

example of humility? If humility is treating others as better than ourselves how does a humble 

member of our family act? Recount your child’s baptism. 

 

Background Information. 

 

John was never in doubt as to his role in this life and his relationship to Jesus. John was to be a 

pointer to Jesus as God’s son and warn people to repent and be baptised. Baptism wasn’t an 

unusual practise in the ancient world, but John’s baptism was an outward sign, a washing with 

water something that could be seen) of what had happened in someone’s heart, repentance 

(something that couldn’t be seen). 

 

John was obsessed with pointing people to look at Jesus and not him. The less people saw of 

John the more they would see of Jesus. John famously said he should become the lesser so that 

Jesus could become the greater. John did the job God had promised he'd do one thousand 

years before he was born. In this story we see God keeping another of his promises. 
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Read John 3:22-30 (yes John shhhhh) 

Prayer Time 

 

John lived in a special time and did a special job for that time. As Christians we are also to 

point people to Jesus, and we are also to be concerned that he becomes greater and we lesser. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father 

 

We thank you that you are a God who makes promises and keeps them. We thank you that we 

can trust you. We thank you that you care for us and love us and have given us your word so 

that we can know you and your promises. As you kept your promise in sending Jesus and John 

help us, as we point people to Jesus to remember that you are with us just as you promised. 

 

(for those who are baptised) Thank you Jesus for our baptism. Help us to keep our promise to 

follow you all the days of our lives. Sometimes we aren’t good at obeying you please forgive us. 

 

Jesus, you have promised that you are coming back one day to take us to the new heavens and 

the new Earth to come. We know you keep your promises. May the certainty of knowing what 

the future holds for us change our lives to be Jesus focussed and not focussed on ourselves. 

 

We pray these things in Jesus name. Amen  
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LUKE’S GOSPEL WK 9 

 

Aim: To mark the start of Jesus official time of ministry 

 

Sing: The B I B L E Colin Buchanan 

 

Younger children: Talk about growing up. Talk about what you do when you are grown up. 

What is work etc. Share with your children what it’s like to have a job. Explain that Jesus didn’t 

really have a job like anyone else. He did God’s special job that only he could do because he is 

God’s Son. 

Talk about the difference between magic and miracle 

 

Older children: Talk about growing and learning. Ask what about their dreams for their adult 

life, particularly what they would like to do as a job. Share about your work and what you do. 

Introduce the children to the concept of the unique job Jesus came to do. 

Talk about the difference between magic and miracle 

 

Background information 

 

In the account of Jesus at the wedding of Canaan we see Jesus doing his first public miracle. 

We aren’t sure whether Jesus had performed miracles before this day but his mother, who had 

treasured up all the strange things about her son in her heart, knew there was something very 

different about her boy and that he could help in this embarrassing situation. It was the height 

of social ignorance to run out of wine at a wedding! The host would have been mortified so 

Jesus was called to help. 

Notice Jesus reluctance to help but then his willingness. He knew that this would force him into 

the ministry his father had sent him to have. He was to reveal the Father and his Kingdom. Part 

of this ministry would be the miraculous. Miracles are different from magic as they change the 

nature of the natural order! Magic is sleight of hand and illusionary, but a true miracle showed 

that Jesus was in authority over the created order showing him as the creator God! He would 

also show authority over sickness, the demonic and ultimately death itself! But the wine making 

was just the beginning. 
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Read John 2:1-12 (Yes John shhhh don’t tell Luke) 

 

Prayer time 

 

Remind your family that Jesus has authority over everything and that they can pray for anything 

they would like. Of course, the caveat is that God will answer our prayers for our best and 

sometimes that means a “no”. We should thank him anyway. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

 

Thank you for sending Jesus to our world. Thank you that he was fully obedient to you doing 

everything you asked him to…. even dying for us. Help us to always remember that Jesus is 

Lord over creation and everything else in the Universe and that he loves us more than anything 

in the Universe. Hear our prayers for …….. 

 

As we remember Easter coming up please help us to love and obey you closer. Help us to 

always be thankful in every situation you place us, and we ask that we will know your comfort 

when we are lonely, sad or joyful. 

 

We pray these things in Jesus name. Amen. 


