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Introduction: 

- Wisdom is having the skills to live successfully 
- The world that is created by God 
- Therefore, the Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
- Knowing God and knowing thyself 

Calvin: “Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of two parts: the 
knowledge of God and of ourselves” 

Psalm 19 is a song, a meditation by King David on how it is that God can be known and a reflection on 
himself in light of what he discovers about God. 

1. Knowing the Nature of God (1-6) 

- In the first part of the Psalm, David asserts that there is a universal knowledge of God.  
- Theologians call this natural revelation. 
- In the sky God has appointed several preachers 
- The sun, moon and stars 
- These are the works of God’s hands 
- Romans 1:20 “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and 

divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that human 
beings are without excuse.” 

- What is made known of God is his nature – eternal power and divine nature 
- Eternal power – which is to say that God having made everything that exists does not depend on 

his creation 
- Divine nature – which is to say that God is not part of his creation – his is incorporeal – he is not 

made of matter and is not therefore restricted by material existence 
- The stupidity of humans is that they fashion an image of God which is the opposite of God 
- It requires human intervention to live 
- And it is made of something like wood or stone, gold or silver – so it is utterly powerless 
- Meanwhile the entire host of heaven, sun, moon, stars – the entire host of interplanetary objects are 

all together shouting that God is nothing like the pathetic substitute for God that is the work of 
human hands. 

Their sermon is continuous 

- They continually preach to human beings 
- V2 Day after day, night after night 
- 20 minutes might seem long for a sermon 
- These preachers never stop! 

Their sermon is silent 

- V3 There is not “where” in the original 
- There is not speech or language. Their voice is not heard. 
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Their sermon is ubiquitous 

- V4 YET Their voice goes out unto all the earth, to the ends of the world 
- This is the point he makes by the sun 
- The heavens are like a tent that God has pitched for the sun 
- Our weddings everyone is waiting for the bride to see her beauty. 
- Middle Eastern weddings the groom, not the bride was not the centre of attention 
- Like a champion after securing victory 
- The point is in verse 6 
- Nothing is hidden from its heat 
- There is no escaping the witness of the skies to the glory of God 
- There is nowhere on earth where this silent sermon is not heard 

Illustration 

- The women in our family love the moon. 
- Mum was always pointing to it and telling us all to “look at the moon” 
- Then I got married and I found Ebony was the same 
- Dad and I endure it with that patronizing roll of the eyes 
- But actually, the women are right. And the men are wrong. 
- The moon is worth admiring. It is beautiful and amazing. 
- However, it’s not simply the beauty of the moon that is praiseworthy 
- It is the awesome might of God who spoke it into existence along with the sun, with the entire 

milky way. 
- If you have ever been camping away from city lights it is a sight to behold 
- You don’t just see one or two of the brighter stars peeking through the light pollution 
- The entire sky is littered with stars 
- Each of those stars is a sun with its own planets 

Application 

- That is the first part of becoming wise. 
- This knowledge of God is universal. 
- I saw a video over the weekend made by a Christian guy using the opportunity of the fires to talk to 

people about God. And many of the people he spoke to said that they were atheists, but they have 
found themselves praying lately. 

- The fires have brought them to a place of sudden wisdom 
- Of recognizing that they are totally powerless 
- And as many of these praying atheists confessed, “There is someone greater who made all this” 
- Everyone knows it, even though some people spend their whole lives running from this truth. 
- There might be some today who are still trying to hide from the sun, as it were. 
- Still pretending that God isn’t there or doing their best to ignore it. 
- Friends, look up. Look up at the heavens and listen. 
- The sun moon and stars are all singing in glorious unison of the greatness of God. 
- That song is made for our ears. 
- Isn’t it about time we started listening? 
- But, the revelation of God in the heavens only reveals God’s nature. 
- His mighty and divinity. 
- It does not reveal his character. Is God good or is He capricious? 
- The knowledge of God’s character does not come by looking at the stars. 
- The knowledge of God’s character comes from the revelation of himself in Scripture. 
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2. Knowing the character of God (7-11) 

In Verses 7-11 David speaks about the law of the Lord. 

- V7 The law, the statutes, the precepts, the commands, the fear, the ordinances 
- The first of these I take as the heading for all the others – “the Torah” 
- Means the first 5 books of the Old Testament, which would have been the whole Bible at the time 

this Psalm was written. 
- Later, as more books were added to the Bible it became known as the TaNaK 
- TNK – Torah (law), Nevi’im (prophets) and Ketuvim (writings) 
- The word David uses here is Torah – the first five books of the Bible 
- The first five books of the Bible are also the books that contain the law of Moses 
- And it seems to me that he is reflecting on this law of Moses rather than reflecting in a general way 

on the Bible. 
- V7 The law, the statutes, the precepts, the commands, the fear, the ordinances are all of a legal 

nature. 
- And as David peers into the law of God, he delights in it. 

Firstly because of the benefits of this law: 

7-9 The benefits of this law: 

- 7 revives the soul.  
- makes wise the simple.  
- 8 gives joy to the heart.  
- gives light to the eyes.  

Secondly, because of the value of this law 

9-11 The value of this law 

- sure and altogether righteous.  
- 10 more precious than gold, than much pure gold;  
- sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 

Why is this law so precious? Because of its purpose: 

- 11 By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
- The law of God is precious to David because it is the very thing that reveals God’s character so that 
David may orient his life properly. 

Illustration 

While we lived in Vietnam there used to be some very comical laws released by people who apparently 
had no idea what they were doing. For about six months there was a law that your chest had to be a certain 
size in order for you to operate a motorcycle legally. So the police used to carry tape measures and do 
random checks. People started shoving pillows under their shirts and all kinds of measures to avoid being 
punished for being slight of build. It was absurd and the law was repealed. 

But the law of God is not like that. The law of God is altogether sure and righteous. “Honour your father 
and mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give 
false testimony against your neighbour” 

These are altogether good and righteous. And the Old Testament is full of laws like that. 

Application 

- We don’t live under the law of Moses as David did. 

- We live under grace – more specifically – we are in Christ. 
- As David looks into the law and delights in it he is foreshadowing Christ. 
- As Israel’s king his responsibility was to lead the whole nation of Israel in obedience. 
- And their fate was tied to his. If he was a good king then he led them into blessing. 
- If he did evil then they all fell under the punishment of God. 
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- But David’s descendent, the great king Jesus fulfilled the Jewish law to perfection. 
- So in Christ we are free to peer into the law of God and delight in it. 
- We delight in it as we see the righteousness of God revealed. 
- And we delight in it as we see that same righteousness lived out in the life of Jesus. 
- And accredited to us – non Jews who don’t live under the law. 
- This Old Testament law still functions to reveal the will of God for us. 
- Do you know why some people are not the slightest bit interested in the Law of God? 
- Because they would rather not know what God is like. 
- They prefer to imagine a God that approves of everything they do, say and think. 
- That is not a god. That is a fantasy. And all such fantasies will come to an abrupt end on the day 
that Jesus returns to judge the world. 

Learn from the law of God. Learn what God is like – what He loves, what He hates, what He esteems and 
delights in. Learn through the Law of God what Jesus is like and the orientation of life that He calls us to in 
Him. 

3. Knowing thyself (12-14) 

Ancient Greeks thought that “knowing thyself” was the key to all knowledge. It’s attributed to Socrates, the 
founder of all subsequent Greek philosophy. 

After seeing the glory of God splashed across the canvas of the skies after peering deep into the law of God 
and meditating on God’s character, when David turns to himself he sees a very different picture. 

The heart of man is a murky mire of self deception. David asks, “12 Who can discern his errors? Forgive my 
hidden faults.” He knows that people are incapable of discerning their own errors. 

It’s amazing isn’t it? I think it’s amazing that human beings are so good at detecting errors in others, but so 
utterly incapable of detecting errors in ourselves! It’s quite a talent to be able to deceive someone. You 
would think that to deceive yourself would require incredible skill, like beating yourself in a game of chess. 
But it doesn’t! It doesn’t require any skill at all. We all do it without thinking. Our default position and 
view of the world is “Everyone is an idiot. Except me”. 

The human heart is full: 

- of trickery 
- of hidden twists and turns 
- of half truths and white lies 
- of flattery 
- of self deception  
- of vain conceit  
- and delusions of grandeur. 

It is in no way capable of directing us into a good life. 

And so he recognized that He desperately needs God to restrain him from sin, because he is so prone to it 
(13-14): 

13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent 
of great transgression. 14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your 
sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

Illustration 

My sister and I used to live in a house in Sydney that my parents bought as an investment. In my bathroom 
was this amazing mirror. There were gold covered light globes placed all around a smoked glass mirror. 
When you looked at yourself in the mirror you looked at least 3 times better than in reality. It was a 
tremendous ego boost. 

But in my sister’s bathroom was a mirror with a single fluorescent light tube over the top and no smoked 
glass. And when you looked at yourself in this mirror you saw everything! It was 3 times worse than your 
worst passport photograph. But what you saw was reality. 
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My sister hated that mirror. And I never used it. But we ought to have loved it, because that mirror told the 
truth and exposed all the flaws in us. 

Application 

Friends, if the beginning of wisdom is the fear of God then the next part of wisdom is a healthy distrust for 
self. 

I’ve taken a break from social media recently because I can’t stand the continual expressions of self 
righteousness rage there. It seems everyone on Facebook these days is raging at the world, raging at 
government, raging at anyone who disagrees with them. They ought to be raging at themselves! Raging at 
the self deception, at the wickedness and sin in their own lives. They are all in a rage at the world around 
them because they haven’t stopped to look up and glimpse the glory of God who made the world that they 
occupy. 

The haven’t stopped to peer into the law of God and reflect on his righteousness. And because they haven’t 
done those two things, they are intoxicated with themselves. One day they will wake up with a terrible 
hangover. 

The alternative to that rage is refuge. It’s the way David ends this Psalm: my Rock and my Redeemer. 
Knowing what God is like, knowing what we are like … we need a safe haven. 

Let’s not be among the self righteous rage brigade. Listen to the heavens silently proclaiming the glory of 
God. Listen the righteousness of God disclosed in the law. Look intently into your own heart with all its 
quiet murmurings.  

And find shelter in Christ – our Rock and our Redeemer. 


