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DAVID - Triumph and Tragedy of a Leader 
Wk 2  Waiting for God’s Time 

2 Samuel 5     Matthew 21: 1-11 
Chris Johnson 

 
 
Life is not always straight forward. There are seasons when everything falls into place and seasons 
where everything falls apart. As the writer of Ecclesiastes states “There is a time to weep and a time to 
laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.”  Life is very unpredictable. Who knows what tomorrow will 
bring? There is an old saying, If you want to make God laugh tell him your plans. 
 
This is where the life of David is so instructive. Here is a man who encountered more trials and 
tribulations than most; yet he maintained a fierce obedience to God through it all. 
 
We are now in Week 2 of our series David - The Triumph and Tragedy of a leader - looking at 2 Samuel 5. 
 
The story so far is that Saul has been pursuing David, but the forces loyal to David have defeated Saul 
and his army. We saw last week in Ch 1 this did not fill David with delight but led to mourning, weeping 
and fasting because the ‘Lord's Anointed’ had been slain.  
 
Chapters 2,3 and 4 tell the story of the forces loyal to Saul regrouping under the leadership of Abner and 
continuing to fight against the forces loyal to David under the leadership of Joab. Eventually Joab wins 
the day and makes way for David to become King over the whole 12 tribes of Israel in a united country. 
 
We pick up the story in Chapter 5 where all the tribes of Israel come to David at Hebron and recognise 
David as their leader.  
They give three reasons - 

• v1 We are your own flesh and blood. 

• v2 When David had been the chief military commander under King Saul he had won all their 
battles. 

• Also in v2 and most importantly, the people recognised that this was God's will. They 
acknowledge the Lord had said to David, “You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will 
become their ruler.”  

 
So here we see both good human reasons for them to acknowledge David; he was their flesh and blood, 
he had a good track record of military success. But the most important reason for them acknowledging 
him as King is that he was God's choice.  
 
So in v3 the elders of Israel make a covenant with King David.  
The covenant would set out the rights and responsibilities of each party - the people's expectation of 
their King and the King’s expectation of loyalty from the people. Most importantly they make this 
covenant before the Lord. And they anoint David as their King.  
 
This is now the third time David has been anointed.  

• The first is by Samuel back in 1 Samuel 16 when I’m sure some of you will recall the story of the 
seven sons of Jesse being lined up and the prophet Samuel rejects each one. He is then told 
about the youngest who's been out in the field minding the sheep; not even considered a 
candidate. Samuel tells them to call him and Samuel immediately recognises this is the one and 
pours the oil on his head. 
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• The second anointing is a little earlier in chapter two of 2 Samuel were the elders of the tribe of 
Judah recognise David as their King. 

• And now here in Chapter 5, this time not just Judah, but all the tribes recognise David as their 
king in a united Kingdom.  

 
We see here David the patient servant of the Lord being reaffirmed in his calling and role with each 
anointing but waiting on God's timing and direction. All those years as a fugitive running away from 
Saul. There were those two occasions previously when he could have ended Saul's life and claimed the 
crown but he would not lay a hand on ‘the Lord's Anointed’. He depended on God completely and 
always sought God's will over his own. 
 
But David's time has now come and there is no better place to be, than in God's place, at God's time, 
doing God's will. In v4 we read he was 30 years old when he became king and he reined for 40 years – 7 
1/2 years over the tribe of Judah and 33 years in Jerusalem over all of the tribes. 
 
Next, David marches on Jerusalem. The Jebusites occupy the city and it is heavily fortified. At this time 
there was a significant wall protecting the city and the Jebusites were very confident that they could 
resist any enemy. If you look at v6, “The Jebusites said to David, ‘You will not get in here; even the blind 
and the lame can ward you off.’’’ The image here is of blind and lame soldiers shooting arrows, throwing 
rocks and anything else they can find from the top of the city walls and easily being able to hit any 
enemy trying to scale the walls. 
 
However, David has a very different strategy. In verse 8 you will see his plan to use the water shaft to 
get inside the city rather than climbing the walls. There was a tunnel which brought water into the city 
and allowed the people to survive for a long time if it was under siege.  
 

Here is a picture of the tunnel which we walked through 
when we were in Jerusalem. It still carries water and we 
walked through it in pitch black. It is now called 
Hezekiah's tunnel because he extended it after the time 
of the Jebusites. At the time of the Jebusites it ran into a 
well which the Jebusites would drop a bucket into to 
draw water. David and his men would have walked 
through this tunnel and into the well and then scaled the well to get inside the city. 
It would have been a surprise attack. That is the story behind v8. 

 
So David captures the city and hence it will be 
called the city of David. The people build a palace 
for David to live in and he receives assistance from 
the King of Tyre. Tyre was a city on the 
Mediterranean coast and a wealthy trading port. It 
was known for its skilled craftsman. So it would 

appear David had some skills in international diplomacy in negotiating the 
support of a neighbouring king. 
 
In verses 13 and 14 we read David took more concubines and wives and had 
many more children. It was the practise of the kings of the Near East to have 
harems and it seems that in this regard David followed the practises of the day 
rather than obey God's command to give himself to only one wife. Maybe the 
author by including this little paragraph is indicating that despite the current victories, David’s heart can 
be led astray and there is trouble to come. 

Ruins of David’s Palace 
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The rest of the chapter is about the Philistines. While the king of Tyre befriends David, the Philistines 
take a different view. V 17 “When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel 
they went up in full force to search for him.” The Philistines see a united Israel under King David as a 
threat so they immediately attack to try and defeat him before he gets established. Maybe they have 
memories of the young David, the shepherd boy who with a sling and a single stone brought down their 
champion Goliath. Maybe they thought that if the young David on his own with no armour could do 
that, what will he be able to do as a hardened warrior with many troops and a united nation behind 
him? 
 
How does David meet the challenge of the Philistines? By calling on the name of the Lord. Consistent 
with the rest of his life at this point, v19 tells us that “David inquired of the Lord, shall I go and attack the 
Philistines? Will you deliver them into my hands?” The Lord's answer is to ‘go’ for he is with him.  
 
Then in v22 we find another battle. Again David inquires of the Lord and this time he says do not attack 
immediately. V23 “Do not go straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them in front of the 
Poplar trees.” David does what the Lord says and he wins the battle.  
 
So the outstanding feature of this text is how David waits on God's timing. In 2 Samuel 5 it is God's time.  
-The people recognise it is God's time. 
-David recognises it is God's time  
and I'm sure recognises that he has learned a lot about himself, his God and leadership by walking with 
God through these difficult years. He will now bring that wisdom to bear in his leadership of God's 
people. Even although he is only 30 years old he will bring some rich experience to rule God’s people 
wisely. 
 
I want us now to see how this passage is picked up in the New Testament so we might have insight to 
follow Jesus. 
 
So let’s turn to our passage from Matthew 21, the story of Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem. How 
did the 1st Century Israelites interpret Jesus entering Jerusalem. They shout, “Hosanna to the son of 
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” They see Jesus as the son of David. Matthew 
interprets the entry in terms of the prophet Zechariah, “Say to daughter Zion, See, your king comes to 
you gentle and riding on a donkey ...” Just as David entered Jerusalem to sit on his throne in his palace, 
so Jesus the true King enters Jerusalem as well. Here is another David come to rule as king over his 
people. 
 
Just as David refused to take hold of his kingship before his time, so Jesus continually resisted the same 
temptation. At the start of his public ministry the devil tempts him with the kingdoms of the world, 
Jesus says no. At the end of his ministry Pilate looks for a way to help Jesus avoid the cross, but Jesus 
says no. Throughout Jesus’ ministry the temptation is that he will use his miracles and the wisdom of his 
teaching to whip up a crowd who will carry him to power in Jerusalem, but Jesus says no. ‘Do not tell 
people about your healing.’ ‘Keep my teaching about being the Messiah under your belt.’ Jesus doesn't 
want to be the king of popular thinking or before his time. And popular thinking would've made him king 
immediately. But Jesus came to do the will of his heavenly Father, nothing more or less. Jesus knew 
what it meant to conform to God's timing. 
 
While there are many parallels between King Jesus and King David there are also many contrasts. David 
takes Jerusalem by military force, Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey - a very humble nonviolent 
means of transport. David will sit on an earthly throne and reign over a physical Kingdom. Jesus throne 
will be the cross and his crown a crown of thorns. Jesus reign will be a victorious one but only after the 
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cross. In his resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the Father, then and only then, will he be 
truly seen as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. This will be God’s timing. 
 
Knowing the story of King David helps us to much better understand the story of the triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem. We don’t sit under King David but under a humble king who is prepared to go to the 
cross to save us. 
 
So how might we apply the story of David and Jesus in the 21st Century?  
So how might we know God’s timing for doing His mission today?  
 
Well from my experience, with great difficulty. In fact God's timing is mostly only known in hindsight and 
sometimes only many many years later do we get a glimmer of insight into why certain things happen in 
our lives. And for some things there is no explanation this side of the grave. But we do know that if the 
one we follow is Messiah Jesus, a crucified king, then that is enough, and we trust until that great day 
when we will see him face to face.  
 
Someone once said, “I don't know why certain things happen, but I do know why I believe in the God 
who knows why.” 
 
Lynda and I ministered for 22 years at North Pine Parish. At regular intervals we would pray and ask God 
if it was right for us to stay or go, and each time we felt that North Pine was the place where God called 
us and he still had more work for us to do. I guess one of the benchmarks was, Were we still being 
effective?  
 
There came a time however when we asked that question and we both looked at each other and 
somehow knew God was saying, “This is not where I need you to be anymore, I have one more 
assignment before you retire.”  
We moved to Gold Coast North thinking that was it.  
Sixteen months later with hardly any significant goals achieved, that ministry hit a brick wall. We 
scratched our heads wondering what on earth God was doing? There were a number of doors in this 
brick wall and in the end the one which opened was Noosa.  
And I have to say not a bad door to find open and especially in the middle of Covid. But it's not primarily 
about the physical surroundings but the congregations that we've discovered in this place who know 
Jesus as their crucified King and are willing to lay it all down for his mission to the world. 
 
What is God's timing for us as his people here at Noosa and Peregian? Sometimes I wish God would 
send an email from the heavenly court with an attachment that has the detailed battle plan for his 
mission. But obviously it doesn't work like that.  
 
What I do know is that as we pray and get stuck into the mission he reveals each step along the way, day 
by day. The broad outline of the battle plan is in the scriptures and he grants us the Holy Spirit and 
insight. We just have to get stuck into the task and see what he will do. 
 
We have a great mission ahead of us, ‘To love and serve Noosa because of Jesus. And as we go to make 
disciples.’ We have the story of David a man after God's own heart who in the confusions of daily life 
worked out what it meant to obey God and move in his timing. We have the Lord Jesus and a model of 
kingship that shows us how to lead and serve and take up our cross and follow.  
 
I invite you to hop on board for this great mission and let’s see what God will do as we wait on him for 
his timing. 
 


