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We come to the last in our series ‘I can see clearly now.’ 

We’ve seen the disciples bumbling around, slow on the uptake and some=mes even strangely blind to 
what was happening around them. 
And around the disciples being like that, we’ve seen people healed, crowds in absolute awe, and the 
Jewish leaders suspicious, angry, manipula=ve and cynical. 

Then last week we came to that incredible marker in the Gospel where there is a significant turning point. 
A turning point for the disciples, and a turning point for Jesus’ ministry. 
It’s as if the disciples’ eyes were opened, finally they’re acknowledging who Jesus is,  
and that then prompts Jesus to share with them his real mission and focus, for the ministry of the Son of 
Man / Son of God. 

It’s in that context of Jesus being recognised by his closest circle, that he not only shared the horrible 
truth of the future path – which is suffering and death, but he also shared that he would rise again, which 
the disciples probably didn’t fully understand. Why would you!! As if that can happen! 

It’s obvious they didn’t understand because Peter took Jesus aside, and rebuked him.  
But of course, Jesus then rebuked Peter. 

And you will remember that he called the crowds to him and spoke those powerful words of the true 
meaning of discipleship  
– that disciples of Jesus deny themselves, take up their cross, lose their life as the world knows it, in order 
to find true life, following Jesus. 

That kind of life, Jesus is saying, is true kingdom power.  
The power is in humility, not in greatness. 

And six days passed.  

I think it’s safe to assume that the crowd hung around for those six days and Jesus kept opening up to 
them all that that meant.  
How would you like a six-day discipleship masterclass with Jesus?   I can see clearly now. 

Jesus healing the blind man in two stages, symbolically showed the disciples pathway to understanding.  
APer they and the crowd heard Jesus then explain it as he did, they definitely see more clearly, they’ve 
named Jesus as the Messiah, and that’s why this is the turning point in this gospel. 

And aPer these 6 days, we have this incredible experience for Peter, James and John. 
Just think about those 6 days from Peter’s perspec=ve. What was going on for him?  
From rebuking his teacher, to this day up a mountain. 
Can you imagine that transforma=on?? 

Look at 9:2 …  A"er six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high 
mountain, where they were all alone.  
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There’s evidence that the crowd stayed for the six days. Up the mountain, Mark describes them as being 
‘all alone.’ 
Big masterclass is over, now there’s some intense learning for these three. 

In 2½ verses we get a descrip=on of something unbelievable… 

There, he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the 
world could bleach them, and there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

Now what do you do with that? 
Well, Peter opened his mouth and put his foot in it? 
I’m sure we’ve all done that. Spoken, when the best thing would have been to keep quiet!!  
You know the feeling of wan=ng the ground to swallow you up - anything to protect from the 
embarrassment of that ill-chosen word at the wrong moment. 
Well, imagine how Peter felt when he offered to build shelters for Jesus, Moses and Elijah.  
I bet it would have struck him as being totally out of place as soon as the words leP his mouth, but we 
can also probably understand where it came from. 
This was the ‘mountain-top’ experience to end all mountain-top experiences.  
Jesus, appearing in his radiant glory, joined by Old Testament guys who’d lived hundreds of years 
previously, and Peter wants to make the moment last.  
It’s beau=ful how we get that liale comment, Peter didn’t know what to say, the three of them were so 
frightened. 

You see, the moment wasn’t meant to last.  
It was meant to be a =me when more of the truth about who Jesus was could be revealed to Peter, and 
to James and John.  
The intensity of the experience wasn’t an end in itself, to be kept, it was meant to be an opportunity to 
learn. 
As Jesus is bathed in the light, love and power of God, with the curtain drawn back for a moment, the 
disciples caught a glimpse of another world.   
It seems that for a moment =me stands s=ll, and the past and the future come into the present.  
Indescribable, magnificent, overwhelming. 

Take a few moments now and reflect quietly in your mind on those significant spiritual moments that you 
have had in your life.   
I’m sure there’ve been =mes when you have stopped and said - “Woowww, only God could do that!” 

Peter obviously appreciated the moment, and wanted to prolong it; he wanted to contain the 
uncontainable. 
But aPer Peter opens his mouth and puts his foot in it, we get another voice, which is en=rely 
appropriate ….. we get the voice of God. 
In Scripture, cloud oPen symbolises the presence of God.  And cloud covered them, and there’s an 
audible voice, just like there was at Jesus’ bap=sm.   

This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him. 

It’s a voice of loving affirma=on, it wasn’t just for Jesus’ benefit though, it’s also for the benefit of those 
looking on.   
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It was also a call to pay aaen=on, to listen to the word of God through his Son.  

Jesus needed this affirma=on, because it was from this point on that he set his face towards Jerusalem, 
and all that that meant for him.   
He knew he must now turn purposefully towards death. 

But the disciples also needed this call to pay aaen=on, so they could follow Jesus to the end. 

And then, the spectacular is all over. 

APer this experience, Jesus gives Peter, James and John some puzzling instruc=ons. They were to keep 
silent about what they had seen and heard un=l aPer the resurrec=on. 

Now they wouldn’t have understood fully that Jesus was talking about his own personal resurrec=on. To 
Jews the resurrec=on meant the end of =me when all believers would be resurrected together. 

Jesus understood it all ~ he understood that John the Bap=st, his cousin, was the second Elijah; but Peter 
wouldn’t have understood it.  
Jesus understood that he had to suffer, the disciples were s=ll trying to grasp that one. 

Some=mes we are slow to grasp all that God wants us to know and understand.  

So many things are a mystery.  
Our terms of reference are limited.  
So we need to be humble before God, and trust him as we live our lives of obedient discipleship. 

It has been said that life is lived forwards but only understood backwards, as we look back on the 
experiences we’ve had. 

The Transfigura=on may have brought more ques=ons for Peter than it gave answers. 
Perhaps none of the three wanted to ask the ques=ons that were burning within them, because they 
assumed the others understood. 

Jesus knew that they would only be able to learn fully from what they had witnessed once they were on 
the other side of Easter. 

There’s a principle for us here too… 
Whatever we experience, from the =mes when God’s presence seems so real and intense, to the =mes 
when he seems a thousand miles away, we need to evaluate it all in the light of Jesus’ death and 
resurrec=on.  Even when we s=ll don’t fully understand, we see in those events enough of God’s heart 
towards us, and of his power over all that is against us, to get our perspec=ve right.  

Many years later Peter is able to write about how his mountain top experience provided him with 
certainty about the iden=ty of Jesus and the reality of his message.  Looking back, Peter’s tone is one of 
confidence rather than of unanswered or unasked ques=ons. 

Listen to what he wrote in 2 Peter 1 – 

Page  of 3 4



For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. He received honour and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
majesLc glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. We ourselves heard this 
voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.” 

As Jesus had promised, aPer his resurrec=on from the dead and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the big 
picture became even clearer.   

What is your image and understanding of Jesus?  
Is your sight s=ll a bit blurry, perhaps you’re beginning to see some clarity? 
Don’t stop seeking, or asking ques=ons. 
Because to be able to say “I can see clearly now” is truly a giP, and a pathway to the very best life. Amen. 
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