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You’ll see from your order of service, that it’s now 

my task to bring some words of hope and comfort. 

Where are they to be found at a time like this? 

One more verse – very strange verse -  

It is better to go to a house of mourning 

    than to go to a house of feasting, 

for death is the destiny of everyone; 

    the living should take this to heart.  Ecclesiastes 7 

 

So confronting.  

Who wouldn’t rather be a party than a funeral! 

Few beers, jokes, music, laughter. 

Funeral – sadness, reflection, tears… 

 

But there’s stuff to learn here you’ll never learn at a 

party!  



One brief thought from each of three readings. 

1. You have a shepherd 

In the ancient eastern world – a shepherd just about 

30-40 sheep to look after. He knew them all by 

name. They knew his voice. And as long as the sheep 

followed the shepherd – surrendering to his 

leadership  - then the sheep had absolutely 

everything it need. 

All its needs were taken care of. There was nothing it 

wanted. 

Food, drink, somewhere to rest. Protection from 

thieves or wild animals. 

Even in the valley of the shadow of death. 

Today – there’s a whole range of feelings going on 

here.  

Grief, loss, confusion... it’s as if a fog has descended 

on you and you can’t think straight... 

Run to the shepherd. 

Follow the Lord Jesus – that Great Shepherd. 

Tell him how you feel. Express any anger or 

frustration or disappointments...  



And find his tender care...  

...and allow him to lead you to greener pastures 

where you can rest a while. What did we read at the 

beginning – that he is a refuge and strength! 

So you have a shepherd – the Lord God Almighty 

himself.  

 

2. You have a hunch 

A hunch? Yes – you have a hunch that there is more 

to life than this! 

In that second reading – life is full of various cycles.. 

a time for this and time for that.... it’s just what 

happens. 

How do we make sense of it? 

Second last line – God has set eternity in the hearts 

of men and women. 

We have a hunch that there is more to life!  // 

 

It’s a fascinating book in which this passage occurs. 

 



It’s a book that is wrestling with the meaning of life. 

The writer observes that life is completely 

meaningless 

Endless cycles…. Rivers – sea – never full 

Week after week – weekend comes – then Monday 

and you do it all again 

Word hard all your life – what do you have to show 

for it in the end? 

There’s nothing new under the sun!  

What’s the point of life? 

What do you make of the endless cycle of things? We 

are already into the closing months of the year. 

Christmas decorations and gift ideas are already in 

our shops. Christmas will come around shortly. Then 

New year. Then we do it all again. 

The writer went looking for meaning. Can meaning 

be found in pleasure-seeking? No. Can meaning be 

found by cheering himself with wine? No. What 

about in foolishness? No. Is there anything 

worthwhile for people to do in the world?  Building 

houses? Planting vineyards? Developing gardens 



with watering facilities? Slave trading? Farming? 

Treasures and wealth? The arts? Even in having one’s 

own harem? No.  

He denied himself no good thing. Yet when all was 

said and done, nothing of significance was found. 

Everything was meaningless – as meaningless as 

chasing after the wind. 

 

The writer’s ancient problem is today’s modern 

problem isn’t it? 

Where is meaning to be found? 

 

Answer the book gives – is in revering God. Being in 

awe of God. Knowing him. Knowing who you are in 

response to him. 

 

You have a hunch there is more to life than all the 

stuff we accumulate and endless cycles... 

 



And I’m here to tell you or remind you that that your 

hunch is correct... and that the hunch itself is given 

by God...  

True meaning – true life as it was intended – is found 

in revering God... standing in awe of him...  

We’re actually made – created – for relationship with 

him and we’re not all we’re meant to be until we’ve 

discovered all the joy of that...! 

So – you have a shepherd, you have a hunch and 

thirdly...  

 

3. You have an invitation 

The third reading describes a new world beyond this 

one 

And in the face of the increasing darkness we’re 

seeing in this present world... this brand new future 

world sounds wonderful... 

...God dwelling intimately with his people... 

... and no more death or mourning or crying or pain... 

The old order of things – in which we currently live – 

will have completely passed away! 



And here’s the thing – everyone is invited. 

Not everyone will take up the invitation... but it’s 

there on the table... 

And contrary to the way most people think and 

completely opposite to the way religion works – you 

don’t earn your way to this place by being good or 

getting religion. 

The only way to book your place in the new heavens 

and the new earth is humbly admit to God that 

you’ve mucked things up. 

What God wants from you is not a list of your 

achievements, but an acknowledgement of your 

failures... 

...and when that happens, God says – ‘welcome’ – 

and on the basis that Jesus took your sin when he 

died on the cross – receive now the gift of eternal 

life. 

How amazing is that! 

 

So what words of hope and comfort can I give you 

today? 



1. You have a shepherd – run to him and find all 

you need and more in this time of need 

2. You have a hunch – that there is more to life... 

a hunch planted by God himself – run with the 

hunch 

3. You have an invitation – to join God in a new 

heavens and new earth with no more crying 

and or pain – and if you acknowledge your 

failures and turn back to God – it’s there for 

you as a generous gift from God 

 

It is better to go to a house of mourning 

    than to go to a house of feasting, 

for death is the destiny of everyone; 

    the living should take this to heart.   

 

 


