
 
  



  
 

  



  
 

 

TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
 

935   Bible study – Psalm 139 

955   Death and Dying 

1035 Morning Tea 

1055 Their journey with Jesus 

1120 Best news ever 
  



  
 

   Bible study 
Psalm 139 

• Vv1-6 He knows everything about us 

• Vv7-12 We cannot escape his presence 

•  Vv13-18 He’s had plans for us from the start 

• Vv19-22 Standing for (and against) all that God stands for and against 

• Vv23-24 Opening ourselves up to transformation  



  
 

   On death and dying 
Visiting the grieving 

• Go with the grief 

• Better ‘out’ then ‘in’ 

• No need to be ‘brave’ or ‘strong’ 

• God with us in grief – Jesus weeping – Lazarus 

• Refuge, strength, very present help 

Stages of grief 

OR – like a fog that descends 

• Confusion 

• Indecision 

• Lack of focus 

• Can’t remember things 

• Can’t make decisions 

• More irritable  



  
 

Other reasons for grief 

• Loss of independence – moving into care 

• Broken relationship 

• Losing a limb 

• Family moving away 

• Significant financial loss 

• Other? 

 
Visiting the dying 

• Need wisdom and sensitivity 

• Patient could be in denial 

• Family could be in denial 

• Patient and family may not be open on this  

• Some – quite at peace 

• Some – fearful of the process – pain?? 



  
 

• Some – unsure of what awaits them 

• Psalm 23 – walking through the valley 

• Psalm 46:1 – refuge and strength 

• Rom 8:38-39 – God’s love 

• John 3:16 

• 2 Cor 5:1ff 

• Other? 

What might you pray for them? 

• Peace that passes understanding 

• Trust in God’s perfect timing 

• A grasp on the hope that is to come 

• Saved from pain and discomfort 

• Peace for the family 

• Sometimes – that the Lord will come quickly to take them home 

• Sometimes – reconciliation 

• Sometimes – a deep joy in the Lord Jesus 

• Other? 

 



  
 

Their Journey with Jesus 

• Moving the conversation to spiritual matters 

• Have you always been part of church? 

• How involved were you when younger? 

• Was there a time when things become clearer? 

• How did you first come to know Jesus? 

• Favourite story about Jesus? 

• Favourite Bible passage (or hymn?)  

• Going deeper 

• When it comes time to leave this earth, are you confident you’ll go 
to be with the Lord? 

Possible answers 

• Yes – I’m good 

• Yes – Jesus is good 

• Hope so 

• Don’t know 

• No – I’m not confident 

• No – I’m not going! 



  
 

  Best news ever 
Yes – I’m a good person 

• What is usually given as evidence? 

• How would you respond? 

• Have you always been part of church? 

Yes – Jesus is good 

• I know because Jesus died and rose for me 

• I’m forgiven, I know I have eternal life 

• Where will you take the conversation? 

I hope so 

• ”Why do you hope so” 

• What if I told you, you can be sure? 

• 1 John 5:13 

• Believe in the name = trusting in Jesus 

• Titus 3:3-5 

• What he has done for you – NOT - ?? 

 



  
 

Don’t know 

• Don’t know because no one can be sure 

• Don’t know because I don’t know enough about it 

• Don’t know because I’ve done some terrible things wrong 

Where will you take them?? 

No – I’m not confident 

• I don’t deserve it 

• How good God forgive me? 

Where will you take them?? 

No – I’m not going 

• Don’t believe in an after life 

• There’s no such thing as heaven/God 

Where will you take them?? 
  



  
 

Simple Gospel outline 

• God 

• Man 

• God 

• What if you do? 

• What if you don’t? 

Generally 

• Point people to Jesus 

• Is God real? Yes he turned up 

• Can we trust the Bible? – yes – historical documents which even 
secular historians rely on 

• Bible just made up? 

• What about all the bad things in the world? 

• How can I know God loves me? 

• Fill the conversation with Jesus 

 
  



  
 

Wrap up 
• Confidentiality 

• When to feed back to Mark? – or refer on to others? 

• I need to chat with each one of you 

• Visits coordinated through Marg 

• Need to meet regularly - ongoing training, sharing stories, gaining wisdom 
from others’ experiences 

• Feedback re future areas to cover? 

• Thank you! 

 


